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19TH  September 2006
Press release: Viscult 2006
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
6th VISCULT – FESTIVAL 27.9.-1.10.2006 
An international festival of visual culture
FILMS AND DISCUSSIONS LIVE ON THE INTERNET!
In 2006, Viscult’s main theme is  ”Urban Life ”. 

              www.viscult.net
The programme consists of ethnographic, anthropological and documentary films. There are films about recycling, music, woman’s position, children in urban environment and civil activity.
The festival programme is complete and the website is updated: www.viscult.net. The programme includes 33 films from 25 different countries and one special screening, “Anni from Paanajärvi”, by Lasse Naukkarinen. 
Traditionally ethnographic and anthropological films have concentrated mostly on rural areas and indigenous people. For the last two decades the anthropological community has been discussing urban anthropology. Our purpose is to find films about urban life and films about everything created by urban environment: subcultures, cultural diversity, conflict and conflict resolution, unity, rural versus urban.
The Festival of Visual Culture is a personal event with the majority of filmmakers present to introduce their work encouraging the opportunity for profound discussions of the films, film-making, and culture. The festival works also in close co-operation with the University of Joensuu and its students.
The festival utilizes modern technology to bridge geographical obstacles and to our knowledge is the first film festival in the world that streams films and discussions live on the Internet all over the world. This provides the filmmakers, producers, distributors etc. a whole new way of marketing their films worldwide. The North Karelia Polytechnic as a partner makes this possible by providing the newest technology.
The main organiser of Viscult is North Karelian Regional Film Association.

New partners this year are The Museum of North Karelia and the Estonian National Museum in Tarto. As the result of this co-operation, there will be held an exhibition of one of the most notable photographers of the beginning of the 20th century, Johannes Pääsuke. Also as a part of the festival, there will be lectures that are organized together with the department of Finnish and cultural research at the University of Joensuu. 

In addition to forementioned partners, Viscult is also supported by the Ministry of education, The Promotion Centre for Audiovisual Culture (AVEK), the Arts Council of Finland, the City of Joensuu, the University of Joensuu and local businesses.
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